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I met the girl 

under full-bloomed cherry blossoms, 
and my fate has begun to change. 

9 


Naoshi Arakawa 




Kaori Miyazono 


A quirky violinist. She failed 
to show up at the gala concert 
because of her hospitalization. 
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"WANT to 
COMMIT 
DOUBLE 
SUICIDE 
WITH MEP" 


Meanwhile, Kaori having failed to appear at the gala concert, was once again 
in a hospital bed.... Although a new term started, she had not been back to 
school, and her behavior was more erratic than ever. Kosei was pained to see 
what happened to his mother now happening to Kaori. And then she asked 
him, “Want to commit double suicide with me?” 


STORY & CHARACTERS 


The autumn of his 12th year, Kosei Arima's mother died, causing 
him to lose the ability to play the piano. He lost his purpose and 
his days lost their color, continuing on in a drab monotone. But the 
spring he was 14... He met the exceptionally quirky violinist Kaori 
Miyazono. 

As Kosei accompanied Kaori and played solo in the Maiho 
piano competition, color gradually returned to Kosei's days. But 
when Kaori failed to appear at the gala concert, he took the stage 
alone. As the boy played Love's Sorrow, he was filled with thoughts 
of the days his mother loved him, and the memories that still 
connected him to her. 

Released from his mother's curse, Kosei began to walk 
the path of a pianist. When he mentioned going far away for high 
school, Tsubaki's heart was shaken up and she realized how she 
truly felt about him. Meanwhile, oblivious to Tsubaki's feelings, 
Kosei found himself at the mercy of Nagi Aizato, a girl who 
appeared out of nowhere and demanded piano instruction. 

An ex-piano prodigy who lost ’> J, ’ ■' j ^ LOVE 

his ability to play when his w r, FrTeNP^ 

mother died. After meeting j|^ 

Kaori, he returns to the path ~ T _^ 

of music. ' / agr . 


Nagi Aizato 

A girl who unexpectedly 
appeared before Hiroko Seto 
and Kosei and demanded 
training. In reality, she is Nagi 
Aiza, the younger sister of 
Takeshi Aiza. 



a Tsubaki Sawabe 

A longtime friend of Kosei's. She realizes 
how she truly feels about Kosei when she 
learns that the boy who has been with her 
all her life will be moving far away. 






contents 


W 






Chapter 33: Twilight. 

.5 

Chapter 34: Those Who Gaze 


into the Abyss. 

.... 53 

Chapter 35: Hearts Intertwining.... 

...101 

Chapter 36: Punch. 

ft 

...149 



























































































































































































..ANOTHER 
PART OF 
BEING IN 
LOVE. 
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...MAYBE 

TUAT'Q 

WHEN MUSIC 
TRAN8CENPS 
WORPS. 





































































WANT TO COMMIT DOUBLE SUICIDE WITH Mg? 
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r ...MAYBE 
IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
BETTER IF 
WE'D NEVER 
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Chapter 34: Those Who 
Gaze into the Abyss 



























































NO 

WAY 


HOW 
MANY 
TIMES 
HAS HE 
BEEN 
OVER 
TH/SP 
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...TO 
MAKE 
THIS 
PIECE 
MINE . 


ONLY 

FOUR 

DAYS... 


PEOPLE 
ONLY 
LIKE HER 
'CAUSE 























































































MOMENT 
MAKES 
IT Ml 
WORTH 
IT. 


...MAYBE 

THAT'S 

WHEN 

MUSIC 

TRANS¬ 

CENDS 

WORDS. 











...BECAUSE 
you PRAC- 
TICEP WITH 
EVERYTH I IMG 
YOU HAVE. 


you PUT 
YOUR HEART 
ANP SOUL 
INTO THE 
PIANO. 


SO YOU'RE 
AFRAIP TO 
EXPOSE IT TO 
THE WORLP. 


PUFF UP 
THAT FLAT 
LITTLE 
CHEST OF 
YOURS. 
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a xy uo- 

PHONE 

QUARTET. 














































WHEN 

WE 

FIRST 

MET... 


YOU 


ARIMA- 
SENSEI / 
you'RE so 
CALM// 


I'M JUST 
SO OVER- 
WHELMEP 
BY IT ALU.. 


HAVEN'T 
HAP TIME 
TO BE 
NERVOUS. 





















JUST LIKE ME. 
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so 

D/SAPPEAR. 
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Chapter 35: Hearts Intertwining 
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RHYTHM. 


























HE 

WON'T I 
GET 
AWAY 
FROM \ 
MET! 


RESPOND 

INSTANTLY! 




































THAT 

TIME 
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THIS IS 
WITH¬ 
OUT A 
DOUBT... 


THE PORK 
BUNS WE 
ATE ON THE 
WAY HOME 
WERE 
DELICIOUS 


WALTZ. 
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BUT 
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THING 
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DON'T 

INANT 

to see 
you 

UNE 

THAT” 




















































.../A/ 

NAG/, 

DON'T 

you... 


UNLIKE 
EVERY¬ 
ONE 
ELSE 
HERE, I 
DON'T 
DREAM 
OF 

BEING 
A PRO. 







/S THAT SO IA/RONGP 
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SENSEI. 



















...it's 

MAKING 
M£ CRY. 
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MAYBE THAT'S 
WHEN MUSIC 
TRANSCENDS 
WORDS. 
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SHE 
WASN'T 
SURE 
OF THE 
WAY.. 


...BUT UITTUB/ 
BROTHBR- 
OBSBSSBP 
NAGI-CHAN... 


PIPN'T 
YOU GBT 
ANYTHING 
OUT OF 
ITP 


INA GlrGH ANls] 

iPBRFORi^K^Gg 












































































































po HOT LOOK 
ATHe* A * A 

, WOMAHf 


THAT'S 
WHAT I 
SAICP. 


RIGHT. 


RIGHT 


RIGHT. 




WHO 

CARES?/ 

WHAT 

ARE you 

POING- 


-PUAYING 
A PUET 
WITH 
NAG IP/ 


SHE'S 
s TAK£SHI- 
KUIM'S 
HONOR¬ 
ABLE 
SISTER" 
to you/ 










































THAT'S 
WHERE 
I'M GONNA 
BEAT THE 
STUFFING 





















































































































m\\W 


































































YOU'RE 

THE 

CANEUS- 
UOVING 
DAUGHTER 
OF A 
PASTRY 


ANP I'M 

not ever 

GOING 
TO PLAY 
RAVEL-. 


















BUT 

you ... 





































































IF HE'S 
GOING 
TO GO TO 
A MUSIC 
SCHOOL... 


HAVE TO 
GET HIS 
FACE OUT 
THEBE. 


I'M SURE 
ARIMA-KUN 
WILL BE 
MAKING AN 
APPEARANCE 
AS WELL. 
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Your Lie in April Featured Music 


Sergei Rachmaninoff's arrangement of Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky's “Rose Adagio” and “Garland Waltz” 
from The Sleeping Beauty 

A melody full of melancholic beauty and the echoes of a 
magnificent orchestra. Swan Lake, Sleeping Beauty, and 
The Nutcracker —the ballet scores of Tchaikovsky, the 
most well-known Russian composer—are known as "the 
Three Great Ballets" and have won persistent popularity as 
the standard ballet repertory. One tune from The Sleeping 
Beauty is also well-known from the Disney animated movie 
of the fairytale about a beautiful princess who is placed 
under a curse. Tchaikovsky's melody is used in the opening 
sequence of the film, and is loved by people the world over. 

Another Russian composer, the brilliant pianist 
Rachmaninoff, arranged the Sleeping Beauty concert suite 
for piano. From its lowest note to its highest, the piano has 
88 keys. While a human has only ten fingers, the expressive 
potential of the piano can expand when two pianists play 
with twenty fingers. To get closer to the grand expressive 
power of an orchestra, Rachmaninoff arranged the piece as a 
piano duet. 

The two pianists try to match their breathing in or¬ 
der to match their timing. Their hands get closer and farther 
away from each other's, sometimes even crossing over dur¬ 
ing a few thrilling sections of the piece. The pianist playing 
the lower part is also responsible for pedaling, so sometimes 
he must move his feet with precision even when he isn't 
moving his hands. Because it is performed as an ensemble, 
each player must understand the other's part, and it is good 
manners to play with the score on the piano's music stand. 

(Pianist Masanori Sugano, lecturer at Tokyo University of 
the Arts and Musashino Academia Musicae) 

Watch them on YouTube. Search "Your Lie in April Sleeping Beauty Waltz” and 
@) "Your Lie In April Rose Adagio" © 




Special Thanks: 

AKINORI OSAWA 
MASANORI SUGANO 
RIEKO IKEDA 
KAORI YAMAZAKI 




Your Lie in April 09 Translation Notes 



Hachiman-gu, page 5 

A Hachiman-gu, or Hachiman shrine, is a shrine dedicated to Hachiman, 
who is one of the most popular deities in Japan. He is a patron of 
warriors, and the first Shinto deity to be adopted into Japanese Buddhism. 
There are shrines to him all over Japan. 



Salt to the enemy, page 12 

This is an idiom that refers to helping one's enemy. It comes from a story 
about two rival lords from the Warring States Era of Japan's history, Uesugi 
Kenshin and Takeda Shingen. There was a time when other feudal lords 
refused to send rice and salt, which was very important in preserving food, to 
Shingen's province. Although Shingen was his bitter rival, Kenshin sent him 
salt anyway, saying that “wars are to be won with swords and spears, not with 
rice and salt.” 







Don't want to hear Ravel, page 28 

The reason Kosei seems to have such an aversion to Ravel is that 
it reminds him of the book that Kaori has been quoting to him. In 
this book, the main character Ichigo Domei is in the music room 
when he meets the heroine, Naomi. He is playing Ravel's Pavane 
for a Dead Princess. The heroine of the book dies of cancer, 
and so when thoughts of this book are so fresh in Kosei's mind, 
hearing Ravel reminds him that Kaori has been quoting Naomi, 
who has accepted her death, and makes him fear that Kaori has 
done the same. 


Kurumi Festival, page 49 

"Kurumi" means "walnut," hence the walnuts on the festival sign, 






Going for the lolicon 

VOte, page 65 
The Japanese word "lolicon" 
derives from the term "Lolita 
complex," and refers to a type of 
female character whose appeal— 
sexual or otherwise—is in her 
youth, cuteness, and innocent 
charm. The term also refers to 
fans of such characters, which is 
how the passer-by in this scene is 
using it. 


Any naughty kids 
around?, page 80 

This festival musician is dressed as 
a namahage —a scary demon that 
goes around the city of Oga at New 
Year's, scaring new members of the 
community, such as children, into 
being good. They barge into houses 
demanding to know, “Any naughty 
kids around?” This is supposedly 
so they can punish them. The 
family intervenes on behalf of the 
children, gives the namahage some 
hospitality (food and liquor), and 
sends him on his way. 












Take it to the shrine, page 124 

Specifically, Nagi tells her brother to take 
all his worries to O-Inari-san (Inari), a 
Japanese deity associated with foxes (hence 
the image of a fox statue). As has been 
suggested in the story, she and her brother 
used to spend a lot of time at Shinto shrines 
together, so it's reasonable that she would 
think of the shrine as a place for him to 
take his concerns. 


Taiyaki,page 173 



Taiyaki is a kind of cake made with pancake or 
waffle batter, and stuffed with any kind of filling 
you can think of, most commonly red bean paste, 
although of course there are some fillings that are 
likely to be avoided, such 
as natto —fermented soy 
beans. The cake is baked 
(yaki) in the shape of a 
kind of fish (sea bream, 
or tai ), hence the name. 


I WAS 
SATING 
TAI YAKI 
WITH HIM 
JUST 
YSSTSR- 
PAY 


/ 
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"The word 
heartwarming 
was made for 
nanga like this. 
-Manga Book- 
k shelf 


"A harsh ^ 
. and biting social 
commentary... deliver 
in its depth of char- 
l acter and emotional 
L strength." -Comics 
Bulletin ^ 


/hen Shoko, a girl who can't hear, enters hi 
ss, she becomes their favorite target, and Sf 
id each other into devising new tortures for 
r uelty goes too far. Shoko is forced to leave 
ends up shouldering all the blame. Six year 
lain. Can Shoya make up for his past mistal 
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